ASBMT news  by unknown
DUES RATES LOWERED
FOR ASBMT MEMBERS
A reduction in annual dues rates
has been announced by the ASBMT
Board of Directors.
● Next year the dues for Members
will be $175—down from the
current $225.
● Dues for Associate Members
(MDs and PhDs not directly in-
volved in the clinical practice of
blood and marrow transplanta-
tion or cellular research) will be
$175—down from the current
$225.
● Dues for Affiliate Members (allied
non-MD and non-PhD profes-
sionals and administrators) will
be $125 – down from the cur-
rent $175.
● Dues for In-Training Members
will be $75.
The Society is in a position to re-
duce dues because of recent financial
stability and the success and growth
of its journal, Biology of Blood and
Marrow Transplantation, and the an-
nual Tandem BMT Meetings. The
dues were raised in 2001 because of
the costs of moving the journal to a
monthly publication schedule and
other fiscal needs of the Society.
“You stood by the Society when the
times were tough,” said President Ar-
mand Keating, MD, in a letter to the
members. “It was a time when a dues
increase was needed to enhance the
journal while maintaining other
ASBMT programs. “Now when it ap-
pears we have made it though that
difficult period, the Society’s leader-
ship wants to return dues to the pre-
2001 levels,” he said.
Membership dues represent 14%
of the Society’s total revenues. The
majority of ASBMT income is earned
on its journal and annual meeting
revenues and grants from industry.
The dues reduction will cost the Soci-
ety only about 2 percent of current
revenues. However, the Society’s
leaders hope that the lower dues will
spur an increase in new members,
thereby more than offsetting the fore-
gone income.
At the same time that dues are be-
ing reduced, the Society is expanding
programs:
● The journal will be enlarged again
next January to accommodate an
increasing number of submitted
manuscripts. This will be done at
no additional cost to members be-
cause of increased advertising,
subscription, and reprint sales.
● The Tandem BMT Meetings con-
tinue to grow in stature and size,
establishing another record at-
tendance this year.
● The program to develop evi-
dence-based reviews is poised for
an accelerated pace in 2005.
● Young investigator awards, travel
grants, and other programs that
benefit fellows-in-training and
young clinicians and investigators
continue to grow.
● Initiatives addressing social, eco-
nomic, and regulatory issues are
proceeding on or ahead of
schedule.
“A dues reduction, quite unusual
among medical societies, can be one
of the levers that further accelerates
membership growth,” said ASBMT
Treasurer C. Fred LeMaistre, MD.
“We’re a very small segment of the
medical community, and it’s impor-
tant that we keep our numbers as
high as possible.
“Membership growth can return div-
idends in new journal subscriptions
and expanded publication royalties,
new registrations for the Tandem BMT
Meetings, and increased attention paid
to the Society by advertisers and exhib-
itors,” he said.
Membership renewal statements re-
flecting the new 2005 dues rates are
being mailed this month. Dues also can
be paid online by credit card at the
ASBMT Web site www.asbmt.org.
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DEADLINE
OCT. 18 FOR TANDEM BMT MEETINGS
The deadline for online submission
of abstracts for the 2005 Tandem
BMT Meetings is Oct. 18.
Time slots have been set aside on the
scientific program for oral presentation
of about 60 submitted abstracts, as de-
termined by the Abstract Review Com-
mittees. Other abstracts will be pre-
sented in two poster sessions.
Oct. 18 also is the deadline for
Early Registration at the lowest rates.
The Tandem BMT Meetings will be
held Feb. 10-14 at Keystone Confer-
ence Center in Keystone, Colo.
For online registration, abstract sub-
mission and a housing form, visit the
ASBMT Web site at www.asbmt.org.
40 TRAVEL GRANTS AVAILABLE
FOR TANDEM BMT MEETINGS
The ASBMT Executive Committee
has announced 40 travel grants of
$1,000 each for young investigators
(not more than five years in the BMT
field) submitting abstracts to the 2005
Tandem BMT Meetings next February
in Keystone, Colo. The grants will be
awarded to authors of the submitted
abstracts earning the highest scores
by the Abstract Review Committees.
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTORS PUBLISH
THEIR FIRST NETWORKING DIRECTORY
The BMT Center Administrative Di-
rectors special interest group (SIG), a
component within ASBMT, has pub-
lished a Networking Directory. The
directory is a guide listing members
who are available to share profes-
sional expertise on budgeting, cost
containment, coding, marketing, ac-
creditation and 33 other cross-in-
dexed topics pertaining to BMT facility
management. The directory is a ben-
efit of membership in the SIG. For
membership information, contact the
ASBMT Executive Office.
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